For anyone with a research or teaching interest in the spectral and the ghostly, The Spectralities Reader is a long-awaited book. It consolidates some of the best and most significant criticism of the so-called "spectral turn" into welcome package, with the editors providing sharp and incisive commentaries. Even for those who have engaged with much of the spectral turn literature, I suspect there will still be enough here to engage and nourish us. The two editors previously edited the useful Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday Culture (2010) for Continuum and are both significant writers on the spectral on their own, with María del Pilar Blanco with Ghost-Watching American Modernity: Haunting, Landscape, and the Hemispheric Imagination (2012) and Esther Peeren with The Spectral Metaphor: Living Ghosts and the Agency of Invisibility (2014).
"The spectral turn" is a name coined by Roger Luckhurst (in a 1999 article which is included in this collection) for the concerted interest in supernatural themes, conventionally dated to the release of Jacques Derrida's Specters of Marx in 1993 (English translation in 1994 . It is somewhat ironic that one of Derrida's less-loved books, roundly rejected by Marxists and even inspiring critiques the deconstructionist ranks (Gayatri Spivak's critique is also included), proved so influential, and writings on spectrality, haunting, ghostliness and the uncanny blossomed in a variety of fields. It is not strictly the case that all of these authors were directly influenced by Derrida, but Revenant 1.1 (2015) rather that he helped put the spectral on the table as a topic in cultural and critical theory. of these scholars on the supernatural to the spectral turn would be a complex task but, I
believe, a useful one.
These are merely avenues not taken by the editors, and do not diminish much from my appreciation of this rich project. The Spectralities Reader is a valuable collection that showcases the strength and breadth of some of the work of the spectral turn. The language of the philosophical "turn," like the "wave," implies temporariness.
Perhaps the spectral turn has already crested and this book will serve as a repertory of some of its key works, or perhaps its release will help keep the spectral turn alive. Either way, it shall have a pride of place on my bookshelf.
